
Sermon for Advent 1C 
Sunday, November 29, 2015 

“Get ready.  He’s coming to heal a broken world” 

 

Text:  Luke 21:25-36 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

Today’s gospel lesson seems to be a strange passage for the First Sunday of 
Advent.  We know that the season of Advent is a time of waiting, expectation, and 
anticipation; it is the period of four Sundays that prepare us for celebrating the sea-
son of the Nativity of Our Lord—Christmas.  We would expect for our lectionary 
readings to begin at the first chapter of Luke, but we won’t actually read from the 
first chapter until the 4th Sunday of Advent.  We live in a society that begins cele-
brating Christmas at least a month too soon.  I saw Christmas displays even before 
Halloween!  Those of us who like to think of ourselves as “correct” Christians recog-
nize the importance of Advent, but then we act as though we want the season to be 
some sort of baby shower for baby Jesus.  But, today’s gospel reading is far from 
that.  It is a prophecy.  It is a prophecy about the end times—the second coming of 
the Son of Man.  “Know the signs,” Jesus says.  “Be prepared.”  But, we’re supposed 
to be talking about the first coming, not the second, right?  For once, we can’t even 
blame this odd situation on the Gospel writer.  Luke told his story in the proper se-
quence of events.  Luke’s story unfolds as we would expect it to, but the wisdom of 
the organizers of our lectionary changed all that.  Why?  Why would the organizers 
of our lectionary think it important to start the story near the end? 

Does anyone remember, back in the 90s, the filmmaker Quentin Tarantino?  
He wrote and directed films such as Reservoir Dogs, Pulp Fiction, Django Un-
chained, and this year, The Hateful Eight.  I remember coming out of the theatre 
numbed and shocked at the graphic nature of the first two films.  In the opening 
scene of Reservoir Dogs and Pulp Fiction, somebody died a violent death and it was 
graphically presented.  The rest of the movie told the story that lead up to the open-
ing scene; in other words, the story began at the end, and then brought the audience 
back through flashbacks and character development.  Today’s choice of gospel pas-
sage is something like that.  The Advent story begins at a point in time long after it 
happened, when an adult God-incarnate foretells his return.  Again, why?  How 
does this passage from the Bible fit in with our preparation for celebrating the Na-
tivity? 

For starters, this story is eerily familiar.  This story sounds like it’s talking 
about our own time.  Well, times haven’t changed much.  Jesus’ prophecy was rele-
vant when he said it, it was relevant before he was born, and it is still relevant to us 
today.  The world is a broken place.  It was broken before Jesus came, it was broken 
while he was here among us, and it is still broken some two millennia later.  Yet, in 
the midst of that brokenness, God entered human history and attempted to show us 
a better way of life.  That’s the message that the lectionary intends to tell.  It’s not 
concerned with historicity and exact chronology.  God works and moves in the lives 
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of humans, in spite of our own inadequacies and shortcomings.  God still wants to 
stay in relationship with his people.  When the people of Israel turned away from 
God time and time again, when they ignored the covenant he made with them, he 
became incarnate to remind them. 

Today’s gospel troubles us because it sounds too much like our own time.  It 
makes us think that the end might be just around the corner—of course, we know 
neither the day nor the hour.  Am I ready if it is the end?  The answer for most of us 
is probably, “No.”  We don’t want the end to happen and we’re not ready.  We want 
to have our spiritual house in order.  Do you have your spiritual house in order?  
Are you in good relationship with yourself, with others around you, with God?  The 
lesson tells us to be prepared.  The thing about being reminded about the end times, 
the eschaton—just a fancy word for the end times—the thing about this lesson re-
minding us of the end times is that it reveals to us the reality of our state of being.  
This lesson reveals the already and not yet.  We know the story of Jesus’ coming in-
to the world—the already—and we relive the anticipation of that by observing Ad-
vent, but we are also waiting for him to come again—the not yet.  The world was 
broken two thousand years ago, and it is still broken.  They needed a savior then, 
and we need a savior now.  Already, but not yet. 

Advent is about preparation, preparation for something great that is about to 
take place, that is the Incarnation of God, the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Advent is about slowing down and taking time to get ourselves ready for the great 
thing that God is about to do. That’s why Advent looks, in some ways, like Lent.  
Lent is also a period of preparation and slowing down in anticipation of a major di-
vine event.  We observe this season with the color violet and we omit the Gloria, the 
great hymn of praise, at the beginning of the mass, and we talk about repentance as 
a means of preparation.  More about repentance in the coming weeks.  But unlike 
Lent, Advent is not a penitential season.  We continue to say “Alleluia,” there is no 
denial of self or giving up of anything. 

So the message for us to take home today is that humanity is imperfect.  
Humans are imperfect.  We always have been, and for the foreseeable future, we 
will continue to be.  But in the midst of the brokenness, God breaks into the lives of 
humans again and again, making our lives better, making it easier for us to get 
through the challenges of life, and giving us hope that our Savior will come.  Amen. 


