
Sermon (Advent 1A) 
Sunday, November 27, 2016 

“Hope for tomorrow” 

Text: Matthew 24:36-44 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

OK, so is anyone a little confused by today’s readings, especially the 
Gospel lesson?  We know today is the First Sunday in Advent.  We know 
that Advent is about waiting and expectation.  But, don’t the lessons 
evoke images of judgement day?  Don’t the readings give you a feeling of 
things to come, the end times?  I mean, did you catch what was happening 
in the Gospel?  Righteous people suddenly being taken up into the 
heavens while the rest of us are left behind, or images of the second 
coming of the Messiah being compared to unprepared homeowners being 
robbed by a thief in the night.  It seems all wrong for Advent.  What 
happened to the coming of the Messiah the first time?  Why does the entry 
into Advent begin with a look far into the future? 

If you’ve ever seen a Quentin Tarantino movie, like Pulp Fiction—
I know his movies are graphic and often very disturbing—but if you’ve 
ever seen a Quentin Tarantino movie, the story begins at the end of the 
story.  In the movie Pulp Fiction, the opening scene takes place in a diner. 
Two professional robbers, Pumpkin and his girlfriend Honey Bunny, 
conclude that robbing banks and convenience stores has gotten boring, so 
they decide to rob the diner for a change.  The rest of the movie takes you 
through the lives of a number of different criminals whose lives intersect 
in some way.  Finally at the end, Jules, who is a lifetime criminal, decides 
to hang in the towel and give up his life of crime.  While he is in the 
restroom, Pumpkin and Honey Bunny initiate their robbery!  When Jules 
comes out of the restroom, he sees what is going on, pulls out his gun, 
and foils the robbery by offering his own cash, making him the hero.  The 
whole time, you’ve got the opening scene in the back of your mind, in your 
short-term memory.  By the time the movie ends, what seemed baffling 
at the beginning, makes sense and leaves the audience saying, “Oh, now 
I get it.” 

Advent 1 is like the opening scene of Pulp Fiction.  We don’t hear 
anything about Zechariah, or Elizabeth, or John the Baptist, or the 
ancient prophecies, or of the Annunciation, or of the birth of the Messiah.  
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Instead we read about Jesus telling his disciples to be on their guard for 
some unexpected hour in the future when the Son of Man will return.  He 
tells them about the days of Noah, when people were carousing and 
having a good time, when all of a sudden the Great Flood came and swept 
them all away.  And he brings his message into their present with 
hypothetical examples:  two men in a field, one who will be taken away, 
and one who will be left; or, two women grinding grains, one will be taken 
away and one will be left.  It leaves one wondering, “What is this all 
about?” 

Matthew is constantly reminding his readers about the end times 
in his gospel.  Even from the very beginning of the gospel where he 
delineates the lineage of Jesus, it is for the purpose of pointing us toward 
the Messiah who is to return.  It puts that which is to come right next to 
that which has already happened—the already and the not yet.  By the 
time the Gospel of Matthew was written—most believe sometime 
between 80 and 90 AD—Jews and Christians thought the end times were 
near.  The Temple in Jerusalem had been destroyed, Christians were 
being persecuted for their faith.  They were anticipating that the Messiah 
would come back at any time, so Matthew used the words of Jesus to tell 
them that they needed to be ready for when that happens.  And, now, 
some 2,000 years later, we are still waiting for the Messiah to return.  
Times haven’t changed much.  We still live in times that defy expectation.  
We still live with things that are mighty and dear us being destroyed, 
like the Twin Towers or like when a Presidential candidate we thought 
would win doesn’t.  Advent puts things into perspective for us and 
reminds us that we live in a universe of uncertainty.   

Advent is for us, a window into something that has already taken 
place and, at the same time, a glimpse into the crystal ball of that which 
has yet to happen.  The already and the not yet.  The work of the first 
advent has been done; the waiting of the world for the birth of Jesus 
Christ happened a long time ago, but Matthew reminds us that the work 
is not complete—that we are waiting for the Messiah to return and we’d 
better be prepared.  The story highlights that which has happened, and 
our faith invites us to be ready for that unexpected hour somewhere in 
the future. 
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The Gospel passage is what we call an apocalyptic passage.  It 
conveys a message of the last days, the end times.  Apocalyptic stories of 
the Bible often scare us, because they evoke images of doom, destruction, 
and people suddenly being sucked up into the great beyond.  But, 
apocalyptic messages are really meant to give us hope.  Hope that in the 
midst of all the uncertainties of life—and uncertainty will always be 
present—in the midst of all the uncertainties of life, there is a silver 
lining to every cloud.  The message of what is to come gives us hope that 
however bad our situation is, God is there to walk the difficult journey 
with us and he will make everything all right.  The message of what is to 
come offers us hope that even in the face of death, that the souls of the 
righteous remain in the hand of God.  The message of Jesus for us to be 
ready for the unexpected hour means that we should keep ourselves 
ready to face whatever uncertainties befall us; if we’re ready for the 
unexpected hour of his second coming now, then we will be ready for the 
challenges we face today.  We need not fear, because the message of what 
we know has already been acomplished, because of the monumental 
thing that Jesus did on the Cross.  That should always renew our hope, 
however long it takes him to come back.  Amen. 
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