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The City and the Assembly
{3:1a)

%Lm"s‘ uéec‘l %jy steep cliffs almost impossible to scale with only one narrow way of approach. Yet
1 conquered twice because of its arrogance manifested in its lack of
z:7—3'} The city was also famous for its woolen, textile, and iewelry industry.
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Paul had described such Christians by saying they seemed quite religious but denied God’s
ower in their lives (2 Timothy 3:5). This community of the h ng dead needed the power of
. = LMoY 220
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Christ therefore gave Sardis a jolting command to “Wake up!” (3:2). The 1 *‘*“‘smg call was meant
to encourage the church to take action. The members were to strengthen what little remained, to

at <
3 ff\l‘dr; ST }_‘Ly’ﬁ‘ p=3 f‘}"\ Q‘F
¥V AL RAFREAR/ LB

3 1
obey, to repent (3:2-3). Jesus told the church at Sardis to wake up of he wou e athi
R % sk i | S % 3 "
does. “You will not know

While most in the church at Sa “é 5 ‘viﬁ‘& in a dead spiritual state, “a few peo p‘
Chriqi’ and had “not soiled thet ome "3 § They were promised that they woul d be taken on
a walk in Christ, and to be f!req 4 in white

% o 7 i . s e 3 e ¥ oy s
niie garments are mentioned on five other occasions in Revelation. The church at Laodicea
3 31

needs them to hide their spiritual shame (3:18). The 24 elders wear white garments (4:4). The
martyrs waiting for God’s judgment are given white robes to wear (6:11). The armies appearing
with the Messiah also wear white and clean linen (19:14). The great multitude of the saved in
Revelation 7 wear robes made w 51 te in the red blood of the Lamb (verse 14). The color paradox

makes the point. It implies that the color white stands for God’s people made spiritually pure and
tustified by Jesus’ blood.

it

P

15 the few in Sardis who were given white robes had been made righi and just belore

1k .

<
God. We si‘ﬁum not lose sight of the fact that the robes are given to the Sardians as a gift,

feﬁec mg the fact that we do not justify ourselves by good works; we are made spiritually right
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aints in Sardis were also promised that their names would appear in the book of
t

I 'S

life (3:5). Gniy those names entered in the Lamb’s book of life will be allowed into the New
Jerusalem (21:27). The gz_&a of a divine ledger is an Old Testament figure of speech for the
Lord’ ration { E‘ odus 32:32; Psalm 69:28). Daniel was told that at the end-time, “everyone

s a H
. : : 112 s remL 1y
whose name is found written in the book — will be delivered [ i 3

1t was also a commo A New Testament way to speak of salvation, of having a part in the kingdom
he term (Luke 10:20), and so did Paul (Philippians 4:3). I
F'd: Ba Ta 1o N r{‘\

+1 - > .
3 ﬂ@?ﬁ, whose names are written 1n heaven LELI45).

of life is another metaphor for salvation and eternal li

izenship. i‘)aidiS as th
Persian and Seleucid empires, wouid have kept the royal archives forto a mdve area.
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“He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from the
Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels. He who has
an ear, let him hear what the Syiﬁt says to the churches™” (Revelation 3:1-6).

Like Christ’s messages to the preceding congreg is one is also addressed “to the ange! of
the church” (Revelation 2:1, 8, 12, 18; 3:1). The el is translated from the Greek word
aggelos, which means “a messenger, envoy, one who is sent, an angel, a messenger from God”
(Thayer’s Greek Definitions).

The context shows that these messages 35{6 not sent to these messengers themselves but rather to
each “as presiding over or representing the churches, for what is recorded pertains {o the
churches, and was evidently designed 1o be laid before them. It was for the churches but was
committed to the ‘angel’ as representing the church, and to be communicated to the church under

The message begins with the fa tatement, “I know your works” (verse 1). After conveying
this important point, Christ states, u have a name that you are a;é e, but you are d ué.” (verse
1). These few words are the ma of the entire message to Sardis.

Ruins of a Jewish synagogue at Sardis (photo by Joel Meeker).
To understand ho ut were dead, we need to note what
Christ had previ ’ﬁS}‘y e of God and what transpired in
history. Pray id, “Holy Father, keep througt
Your name t one as We are” (John 17:11,
PR T e s o . 3
CInpiiasis aa 00 ¢
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3

Ruins of the Temple of Artemis at Sardis (photo by Joel Meeker).

£

A major lesson is that God doesn’t accept nominal Christians—ones who claim to be Christian
yet deny the teaching of Jesus and the apostles. Today the world is filled with almost countless
varieties of peﬁpie nd organizations claiming to be Christian. Yet how can they all be correct
when their doctrines are so different? Toward the end of the first century, Jude admonished
members {}f the Church of God to “contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all
delivered (o the sainis” (Jude 1:3).

There was only one form of Christianity originated by

intended that the faith originally established by

E;ﬁ‘@ug}‘z{;'zz the ages. He wanted the members at

zealous for His way of life and pure in conduct. ry and the progressive revelation
of the messages to the seven churches of Revelation sustained effort to water down,
change or deny the original teachings of Christ.

carn the true ‘\»ni 15t Rii‘y as tau {1‘ &‘”‘* p?ai«uuvu u} the

a 3 ol ht
early Church? And as you learn itﬁ are you living it? Notice the admonitions of two first-century

1

4 i ey Toees et e 3 e 41 P
e Paul wrote: “For not the hearers of the law are just in the sight of God, but the doers of

the law will be justified” (Romam 2:13)
« James said, “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves”
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